Main features of tick-borne encephalitis eco-epidemiology in Russia.
Tick-borne encephalitis (TBE) is a classic obligatorily transmissible viral infection with natural focality, which is widespread mainly in Eurasian forests of the temperate zone. Virus was discovered in the Russian Far East in 1937. Its main long-term reservoirs and vectors in natural foci are Ixodes persulcatus and I. ricinus ticks. Boundaries of the virus range and the location of natural foci within it are closely associated with the distribution pattern of these ticks. The largest categories of TBE range zoning are described. Each natural focus functions as a relatively autonomous parasitic system. The principal scheme of TBE virus circulation related to the development of three successive generations of the main vector is presented. The main parameter of epizootic activity and epidemic manifestation of natural foci and their long-term fluctuations in different regions are discussed. TBE morbidity in Russian and its dynamics during approximately 45 years are analysed.